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Key issues
The key issue confronting most countries today is that of more effective governance, improved capacity and adequate financing to
address the increasing challenge of satisfying human and environmental requirements for water.

We face agovernance crisis, rather than awater crisis. Water governance is about putting Integrated Water Resources
Management, IWRM, with river and lake basin management and public participation as critically important elements of it, into
practice.

IWRM addresses economic efficiency, environmental sustainability and equity. And with good reason: global figures of water
scarcity, billions without adequate water supply and sanitation, devastating floods and droughts, environmental degradation, water
related health problems and poverty tell astory of failure to act.




