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Sustainable Basin Management – Including 
Adaptation to Climate Change - is All Tied

Together with IWRM… 

Basin Councils 

& Committees

Participation of 

Economic Sectors 

& Citizens



Mega-Nexus of Future Water Demand 
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IWRM Context: Importance of approaching societal water 

problems from the context of the “Mega Nexus” of 

Water - Food - Energy - Transportation - Ecosystems & Health 
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* Includes risk mitigation of extreme events – floods, droughts
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Evolution of Thinking 
About Water & Climate

 Stationarity paradigm – future will look like the past? Not Likely!

 Recognized role of cyclical climate changes:

 El Nino

 Pacific Decadal Oscillation

 Atlantic Multi-Decadal Oscillation

 IWRM is the accepted paradigm / context 

for dealing with climate adaptation and 

adaptive management

 Transitional pragmatic evaluation, planning 

and engineering design tools & sharing best

practices are needed in absence of robust 

information from GCMs and forecasting models
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T H E  A G W A  N E T W O R K

H T T P : / / A L L I A N C E 4 W A T E R . O R G

• Founded 2010, co-chaired by the Stockholm International Water 

Institute (SIWI), the World Bank (& also originally, Conservation 

International

• AGWA Steering Committee members now include:

• SIWI 

• The World Bank 

• Deltares

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Institute for Water Resources 

and its International Center for IWRM (ICIWaRM)

• Seattle Public Utilities

• World Business Council of Sustainable Development

• Focused on how to mainstream technical and policy approaches to 

freshwater climate adaptation

• > 900 members in the network, located globally

• Most members have a technical expertise and serve as an 

adaptation resource within their own organization

• SIWI hosts the secretariat and also leads the global policy team

A L L I A N C E  F O R  G L O B A L  W AT E R  A D A P T AT I O N  ( A G W A )



Climate Risk Informed Decision Analysis (CRIDA)
AGWA is addressing the Convergence of Atmospheric & Hydrologic 

Modeling Capabilities

Climate Adaptation Approach: 

Top Down or 

Bottom up?



 Process of “technically informed"   
consensus building. 

 Links IWRM Collaboration directly 
to civil society and the people.

 Information, models are 
developed  collaboratively & 
accessible to all stakeholders. 

 Public and experts work together 
to  build models and supply data.

 Stakeholder concerns are directly 
incorporated into process.

Shared Vision Planning (SVP)
Collaboration, Conflict Resolution & 

Stakeholder Involvement  

Models are visual 

and transparent

Shared Vision Planning 

 Particularly useful in trans-boundary and high-conflict 
cases. 
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Gracias

Merci Beaucoup

Thank You 


